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Placentia City Administrator Receives “City Manager of the Year” Award
The City of Placentia is pleased to announce that at the Association of California Cities Orange County’s
(ACC-OC) 6th Annual Golden Hub of Innovation Award Luncheon, City Administrator Damien R. Arrula
received the award for “City Manager of the Year.” The event took place on Friday, May 12th at the Island
Hotel in Newport Beach, CA. The nominations for the award are judged by the appointees of the ACCOC Executive Board based on the following criteria: significant achievements made within the scope of
their regular duties, special contributions made outside of routine responsibilities, demonstrations of
outstanding initiative, fostering new ideas, and perseverance or dedications to the profession or city.
During Fiscal Year 2016-2017, Mr. Arrula and the City’s management team recovered several million
dollars from an embezzlement, while also managing or advancing several special projects including the
Placentia Veterans Village, the Transit Oriented Development Packing House District, the proposed Old
Town Placentia Revitalization Plan, balanced the budget and secured $15 million in additional funds, and
recovered $3 million in State funds.
“I am humbled and honored to receive this award. Last year was a very difficult and challenging time for
the City”, said City Administrator Arrula. “After first learning about the $5.2 million embezzlement, our
team worked diligently with the Orange County District Attorney’s Office and as a result, we have
successfully recovered over 80% of the stolen funds. We expect to have an announcement of additional
recovery soon. Despite all of this, we managed to get some great things done and it’s a credit to our
Council and the management team.”
City Administrator Arrula stated during the award presentation, “I have always believed that leadership
doesn’t come in some cushy job where everything is perfect. True leadership is defined in crisis and
taking on things that aren’t popular or others don’t want to take on. Meeting the challenge head on and
not blinking. That is true leadership. Our team epitomized that true leadership this past year and I’m
proud to say that it’s an honor to serve them and our great City.”
“I am extremely pleased that ACC-OC has named Damien as “City Manager of the Year”, said Mayor
Craig Green. “This is a true testament to Damien’s integrity, passion and professionalism. In City
government, some individuals are born leaders, extraordinary visionaries with the innate ability to solve
challenging problems, tackle large-scale projects and effectively guide the City and its resources. I
believe Damien has accomplished many of these things for our City,” said Mayor Green.

Upcoming Meetings and Events

Follow Us At:

Facebook/Twitter

5/22

Traffic Safety Commission Meeting

5/23

Historical Committee Meeting

5/29

Memorial Day (City Hall Closed)

6/05

Veterans Advisory Committee

6/08

Citizen Fiscal Sustainability Task Force
Meeting

For additional
information or
questions about this
Weekly Briefing,
administration@placentia.org.
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Cont’ Placentia City Administrator Recieves “City Manager of the Year” Award
Mr. Arrula holds a Bachelor of Science in Political Science with a Minor in General Management
from Cal Poly Pomona. He has a Masters of Public Administration from the University of La Verne
and a post-graduate leadership certificate from Claremont McKenna College. Prior to working for the
City of Placentia, Mr. Arrula held the positions of Economic Development Director, Administrative/
Economic Development Officer, Senior Management Analyst, and Management Analyst with the
cities of Claremont, El Monte and Sierra Madre. In 2014, Damien began his career with the City of
Placentia as the Assistant City Administrator and in 2016, Damien was appointed City Administrator.
The ACC-OC is a professional association focused on public policy issues and advocacy by working
with and engaging cities, county governments, state and federal representatives, the business
community, special districts and others to build consensus around solutions. ACC-OC works to
strengthen the quality of local government through professional management, education,
partnerships, and innovation. For additional information on ACC-OC, please visit www.accoc.org.

Orange County Fire Authority Open House on May 20th
The Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) is hosting its annual open house event on May 20th from
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at the OCFA Regional Fire Operations & Training Center, 1 Fire Authority
Road, Irvine, CA 92602. This free event will feature live fire demonstrations and interactive
simulations. Participants will have an opportunity to meet local firefighters and try on firefighter gear.
For more information about this event, please call (714) 573-6200 or visit www.ocfa.org.
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
New Gas Station Under Construction
On May 4th, building permits were issued for a self-service, unmanned gas station at 480 S.
Placentia Avenue. Several weeks ago, grading permits were issued and site grading has been
completed. On December 13th, the Planning Commission approved a Use Permit to permit the
construction of this development. The City of Placentia owns the property upon which Galaxy Oil will
operate the self-service station. This project will generate an annual base rental fee of $25,000 and
together with annual royalty payments which fluctuate depending on the volume of fuel sold, it is
anticipated that this project will generate $200,000 to $350,000 in General Fund revenue annually
for the City. Staff anticipates a July opening date for this new revenue generating project.

Grand Opening of Bodhi Leaf in Placentia

Bodhi Leaf will be opening for business starting Friday, May 19th at 6:00 a.m. Visit Bodhi Leaf at 119
E. Yorba Linda Blvd. Bodhi Leaf is dedicated to high quality coffee and customer service. They
perform extensive research on every batch of coffee beans that are imported in order to provide the
highest quality product. For additional information, please visit Bodhi Leaf’s website at
www.bodhileafcoffee.com.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
Community Services Job Opportunities
The Community Services Department is looking for motivated team players to join the Community
Services Department. Community Services is currently hiring for several open positions. Openings
include Lifeguards and Community Services Leaders. For more information please visit
www.placentia.org/jobs or call (714) 993-8232.
Walk with the Mayor
Come join us on the first Community Walk “Walk with the Mayor” on
Saturday, May 20th starting at 8:30 a.m. We will be meeting in front of
City Hall in the courtyard. Come meet Mayor Craig Green as he leads
us on a leisurely walk. Share your ideas and concerns with him while
getting healthy. For more information on future Community Walks,
please call the Community Services Department at (714) 993-8232.
Summer Registration
The opening of Summer registration is scheduled on Saturday, May 20th at Placentia City Hall from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for Placentia residents. Registration for non-residents begins on Monday,
May 22nd . Click here to view the Summer 2017 Placentia Palm Quarterly. Community Services staff
has put together a variety of programs and fun activities for the whole family. Children will be able to
choose between a Summer of Art and Ceramics Creations Camp, Star Wars, Hunger Games, Lego
Engineering, Robots 101, Top Junior Chef and Desserts Camp, as well as Tee Ball, Basketball,
Soccer and Learn to Fence Camps. Registration for swimming classes can only be done in person.

For your convenience you can visit www.placentia.org/classes to register online starting at 12:01
a.m. on May 20th . Please call the Community Services Department at (714) 993-8232, if you have
any questions.
Senior Grocery Program
The Placentia Senior Center and Second Harvest Food Bank offers a
bi-monthly Senior Grocery Program. Seniors are welcome to stop by and
“shop” for a variety of foods. The free food distribution takes place the 1st
and 3rd Thursday of every month at 11:45 a.m. at the Placentia Senior
Center located at 143 S. Bradford Ave. For additional information, please
call (714) 986-2332.

9th Annual Cowabunga BBQ
The Rotary Club of Placentia will be hosting the 9th Annual Cowabunga BBQ on Friday, June 2nd at
6:00 p.m. at Tri-City Park, 2301 N. Kraemer Blvd. Come enjoy all you can eat BBQ featuring Santa
Maria Tri-Tip, slow roasted pulled pork sandwiches, 12 hour hickory smoked BBQ, and a variety of
sides for $40.00 per person. Proceeds benefit various special events throughout the community
including a Dental Clinic at Melrose Elementary School, End Hunger Now, End Polio Now, and
provides countless college scholarships to Placentia students. For more information, please visit
www.rotarycowabunga.com.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
Placentia Community Foundation Grants Summit
It is with great pleasure that we announce the annual Placentia Community Foundation (PCF)
Grant Summit. The grant workshop will focus on how to apply successfully for a PCF community
grant. This event has been organized by the directors of the Placentia Community Foundation to
bring together all non–profit leaders from the Placentia community. The event will be held on
Wednesday, May 24th from 6:30 p.m.to 8:00 p.m. at the Backs Community Building, 201 N.
Bradford Ave., Placentia, CA 92870. For more information, please call the Community Services
Department at (714) 993-8232.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Placentia Avenue Reconstruction Project
As part of an ongoing effort to repair public roads and improve pedestrian accessibility, the cities of
Placentia and Fullerton have jointly initiated the Placentia Avenue Reconstruction Project. Both
cities received Federal Arterial Pavement Management grant funds to reconstruct Placentia
Avenue, a busy arterial roadway shared by both cities. This is a priority project, as the current
roadway conditions require it to be completely rebuilt. The project limits are Placentia Avenue
between Ruby Drive and Chapman Avenue. Construction is slated to begin early June 2017, with
an estimated completion date in late August 2017. For additional information, please call the
construction hotline at (714) 442-0010 or visit www.placentia.org/placentiaproject.
Placentia Shuttle Study
Where do you want to go? The City of Placentia is studying a potential local
shuttle service to connect residents to key destinations. Are there places
you would like to travel in Placentia that aren’t currently served by OC Bus?
Help us understand your transportation needs by attending our community
meeting. The meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 23rd from
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. at the Whitten Community Center located at 900 S.
Melrose St. Placentia, CA 92870. For more information, please call
(714) 993-8189.
Free Household Hazardous Waste Disposal
Leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable or reactive ingredients are
considered household hazardous waste or HHW. Products such as plants, cleaners, oils, batteries,
and pesticides that contain potentially hazardous ingredients require special care when you dispose
of them. Orange County residents can dispose of their Household Hazardous Waste items for FREE
at any of the County’s four Household Hazardous Waste Collection Centers. For more information
on Household Hazardous Waste Disposal, contact (714) 993-8189.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
Placentia Police Department is Hiring
The Placentia Police Department (PPD) is currently hiring for several open positions. Openings
include Police Officers and Police Dispatchers. Please visit www.placentia.org/jobs for more
information. Come be a part of a great Department and serve the community with pride.
Police Department in search of a Suspect involved in a Business Robbery
Please click on the link below to view the Orange County Register’s article:
http://www.ocregister.com/2017/05/17/placentia-police-looking-for-man-who-beat-tied-up-businessemployee-during-robbery/
Placentia Police Station Lobby Renovation Project
The Placentia Police Station Lobby is currently under construction and a temporary lobby is
available to the public in the front Community Meeting Room located between the Police
Department and City Hall. The project entails the reconstruction of the existing and staff restrooms
to provide ADA compliant restrooms, as well as modifications to the public counter to provide ADA
compliant accessibility, installation of new automated sliding doors as well as new interior paint,
flooring and lighting in the lobby area. Funds for the construction of the lobby include a total of
$169,000 in Community Development Block Grant and $87,740 in Asset Forfeiture Funds. The
Project is expected to be completed by the end of June, 2017.

EXTERNAL COMMUNICATION
Placentia Avenue Reconstruction Project
Placentia Library District Weekly Summary
OCFA Open House Flyer
Orange County Fire Authority Weekly Executive Summary

PLACENTIA AVENUE
RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

Nutwood
Ave

E. Ruby Dr

S H E E T

Chapman Ave

Sunset Dr

Primerose Ave

Ruby Dr

Placentia Ave

As part of an ongoing effort to repair public roads and improve pedestrian accessibility, the cities of Placentia and Fullerton
have jointly initiated the Placentia Avenue Reconstruction Project.

Both cities received Federal Arterial Pavement

Management grant funds to reconstruct Placentia Avenue, a busy arterial roadway shared by both cities. This is a priority
project as the current roadway conditions require it to be completely rebuilt. The project limits are Placentia Avenue
between Ruby Drive and Chapman Avenue in addition to enhancing accessibility and safety.
The scope of work for this project includes the removal and replacement of the existing asphalt pavement and portions of the road
base, as well as reconstructing damaged sidewalks, driveways, curbs and gutters, and ramps.

WHAT TO EXPECT DURING CONSTRUCTION
Construction is slated to begin June 1, 2017, with an estimated completion date in late August 2017. Construction will take
place Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. During construction work, one lane in each direction will be open to through

F A C T

traffic, however, there will be extended temporary lane closures in place. Driveway access may be temporarily impacted at
times for those who have only one driveway.
Please observe traffic control and advisory signs that will be updated regularly to reflect current construction activities and
schedules. Detour signs will be posted, and residents and businesses can direct their questions to the construction
helpline at (714) 442-0010. Additionally, updates will be posted on the cities of Placentia and Fullerton websites
www.placentia.org/placentiaproject and www.cityoffullerton.com.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
Removal and replacement of aging pavement
Improve access ramps to meet ADA requirements
Restore damaged sidewalks, driveways, curbs and gutters

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO!
Travel on Placentia Avenue will be limited to one-lane of traffic in each direction;
motorists should expect delays.
It is recommended that motorists use alternative routes, if possible.
Construction is scheduled June 1 to August 31, 2017

PLACENTIA LIBRARY DISTRICT
WEEKLY SUMMARY

May 19-25, 2017

ADULT SERVICES

Conversation Club
Friday, May 19, 9:30-11:00 AM

PLD Community Meeting Room
The Conversation club is a great opportunity to chat with other English language learners in a relaxed and comfortable environment.
No registration is required.

Mindful You
Saturday, May 20, 10:00-11:30 AM

PLD Community Meeting Room
Stress saps our energy, undermines our health, and makes us more vulnerable to anxiety, depression, and disease. Join us for a 90
minute workshop designed to give you taste of Mindfulness and how you can integrate it into your life. Learn how you can calm your
mind and body to help you cope with illness, pain, and stress. No registration is required.

Microsoft Excel
Tuesday, May 23, 6:00-7:00 PM

PLFF Adult Computer Lab
Create spreadsheets with hands-on exercises using Microsoft Excel 2013. Recommended for the intermediate computer user. Fourpart workshop.

Yoga
Tuesday, May 23, 6:30-7:30 PM

PLD Community Meeting Room
Are you looking to try or practice yoga in a fun and informal environment? All levels are welcome. Recommended: Bring a mat or towel
for the floor work. Space is limited. Registration required. Walk-ins are welcome based on space availability.

Stress Reliever Adult Coloring
Tuesday, May 25, 6:15-7:45 PM

PLD Community Meeting Room
According to a CNN report, coloring has a therapeutic potential to reduce anxiety, create focus and bring about more mindfulness.
Coloring pages, pencils and markers will be provided as well as light refreshments. No registration is required.

TEEN SERVICES

Placentia Teen Gamers!
Monday-Friday 2:00-6:00 PM
Placentia Teen Center
Shout out to all Placentia Teen Gamers! PS4 now available @ the Teen Center. Come play the hottest games for FREE. All
newbies, casual, core and hardcore gamers are welcome.

Friday Flicks
Placentia Teen Center
Not your ordinary movie experience! All Fridays @ 3:15 p.m. Free Popcorn! #NOMOS #NOMomOverShoulder
The Vault
Thursday, May 23, 3:15-4:45 PM
Placentia Teen Center
PlayStation Video Game Tournament. Fun programming to entertain and empower teens. Categories range from health,
finance, dating, post-high school, and much more.
Placentia Teen Center
Monday-Friday 2:00-6:00 PM

116 N. Walnut Placentia, CA 92870
(714) 577-9459

CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Sensational Saturday
Saturday, May 20, 1:00-3:00 PM

PLD Community Meeting Room
Looking for a fun family activity? Sensational Saturdays are designed to engage all members of your family at the library. The first hour
we share a story and engage in STEAM activities including arts, crats, experiments, and science fun. During eth second hour, we have
board and electronic games for you and your family to enjoy.

Homework Club
Monday-Thursday, May 22-25, 3:00-5:30 PM

PLD Community Meeting Room
K-12th grade students attend and receive homework assistance. All children need to have a consent from filled out by their parent or
guardian. Homework Club is open throughout the entire school year!

Rise & Shine! Storytime Classes
Saturday, May 20, 10:00-10:45 AM

PLD Community Meeting Room
Stories, rhymes, puppets, music & movement, and crafts for children ages 3-6 years. Fun for the whole
family. Activities address early literacy skills necessary for success in reading.

DID YOU KNOW?

Top Drone Flight School!

Saturday, June 3, 11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
PLD Community Meeting Room and Civic Center Plaza

You’ve seen them hovering in the air and zipping through the sky, now they’re invading the Placentia Library! At flight school, you will
explore the science behind how drones fly. Learn about the laws and safety regulations needed to operate a drone safely. You’ll even
get some hands on experience behind the control panel and leave with your very own “Top Drone Flyers License”! Taught by a drone
expert from one of the world’s biggest toy companies.
Bonus: Drones will be available to checkout after the program, using your library card! No registration is required.

Get your PASSPORT at Placentia Library District

Orange County Fire Authority
Weekly Executive Summary
Prepared by Communications and Public Affairs
Elizabeth Swift, Board Chairman

Ed Sachs, Vice Chair
Jeff Bowman, Fire Chief

www.ocfa.org

May 18, 2017

News & Events
Last week, after 31 years of dedicated service with Santa Ana Fire and the OCFA, Assistant Chief Dave Thomas
retired. The OCFA thanked Dave for his service and wished him a healthy and happy retirement at a luncheon held
last week in Santa Ana. Please enjoy these photos from the luncheon.
The OCFA distributes a monthly video newsletter to all OCFA personnel to keep crews and staff up-to-date on
recent incidents and current topics within OCFA. The Video Newsletter for May is now available to view.
The Orange County Fire Authority partnered with the American Red Cross, the City of Santa Ana, Santa Ana CERT,
and community volunteers to install free smoke alarms for residents in the neighborhood surrounding Windsor
Park on Saturday, May 13. A total of 706 alarms were installed in 219 homes, and residents in almost 500 homes
received information on fire safety and home escape plans in English, Spanish, and Vietnamese.
Bring your family and friends to meet your OCFA firefighters! The Orange County Fire Authority RFOTC will host
its annual Open House on Saturday, May 20 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. We will have fire demonstrations, safety
information, US&R dog demonstrations and much more! For more information, visit our website.

*Weekly Media Clips
OCFA Weekly News Coverage
This report is for internal and research purposes only. All other uses are prohibited.

Board Action
For Board agendas, please visit http://www.ocfa.org and click on “Board Agendas/Minutes.”

Weekly Update on Response and Preparedness
Weekly Fire Activity Report: This is a regular status update of available OCFA resources and a list of OCFA out of
County resources jurisdiction and a list of out of county resources.
Weather Outlook: Normal to Above Normal Temperatures for May 19 – May 26. For more information, please
visit the National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center.
Fire Outlook: Slightly elevated risk of large fires. You can obtain a 7-day forecast, monthly and/or seasonal by
clicking here.

Community Events


Division Chief Dave Steffen, Battalion Chief Kelly Zimmerman and Administrative Captain Alan Wilkes attended the
Buena Park PD Appreciation Luncheon at the Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel. The event was on May 18 from 11:30 a.m. –
1:30 p.m.



Crew from Station 17 (C Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of Girl Scouts from
Cypress. The program was on May 18 from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m.



Crew from Station 4 (C Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of students from a local
home school in Irvine. The program was on May 12 from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.



Crew from Engine 38 (C Shift) provided a static display for a carnival at Rancho Canada Elementary in Irvine. The event
was on May 12 from 4:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.



Crew from Engine 36 (C Shift) and Community Education Specialist Alexa Pratt participated in a spring carnival at Good
Shepherd Preschool in Irvine. The event was on May 12 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.



Crew from Engine 16 (A Shift) participated in a “Scout-A-Rama” event at Irvine Lake. The event was on May 13 from 9
a.m. – 5 p.m.



Crew from Station 26 (A Shift) provided a station display for Irvine Police DARE Movie Night at Heritage Park. The event
was on May 13 from 6 p.m. -10 p.m.



Crew from Engine 58 (A Shift) and Administrative Assistant Judy Rader participated in the Celebrate Ladera event at
Town Green Park. The event was on May 13 from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.



Crew from Station 34 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of Boy Scouts from
Placentia. The program was on May 15 from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.



Crew from Station 59 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of Boy Scouts from San
Clemente. The program was on May 16 from 6 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.



Crew from Engine 79 (A Shift) and Fire Prevention Specialist Evan Carey participated in the Home, Lifestyle & Resources
Expo in Santa Ana. The event was on May 13 from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.



Crews from Engine 46 and Medic 46 provided a static display for the Stanton Car Show. The event was on May 13 from
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.



Battalion Chief Tracy McClelland and crews from Engine 44 and Engine 48 attended the City of Seal Beach Public Safety
Awards Luncheon. The event was on May 16 from 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.



Crew from Engine 21 (C Shift) participated in a Mother’s Day Luncheon at the Tustin Senior Center. The event was on
May 12 from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.



Crew from Station 43 (C Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of local residents from
Tustin. The event was on May 17 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m.



Crew from Station 64 (C Shift) provided two life and fire safety program and station tours to a group of students from
Webber Elementary in Westminster. The programs were on May 18 from 9 a.m. – 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. – 2 p.m.



Crew from Station 64 (A Shift) hosted a station dinner for a local charity auction winner from Westminster. The event
was on May 13 from 5 p.m. -6:30 p.m.



Crew from Engine 32 (B Shift) and Community Education Specialist Randy Harper provided a life and fire safety program
and engine visit to students at Calvary Chapel Academy in Yorba Linda. The program was on May 16 from 10 a.m. – 11
a.m.



Battalion Chief Colton Ashby and crew from Engine 10 (C Shift) provided a static display for a Blue Mass event at St.
Martins Church in Yorba Linda. The event was on May 12 from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Pre-Fire Management


OCFA Pre-Fire Management partnered with the East Orange County Fire Safe Council, to host a Chipper Day event for
Modjeska Canyon on Saturday, May 13th, at the Modjeska Public Works Lot. 33 loads of cut vegetation were chipped to
fill the green waste bin to capacity.

Significant Emergency Incidents
Tustin
Remote Rescue – May 12 – A remote response dispatched at 4:44 p.m. for a bicyclist down with injuries on East Ridge View
Trail. Helicopter 1 was airborne at the time of dispatch, they were in the area of Irvine Lake for training. HC1 was overhead
of the incident at 4:47 p.m. The patient was extracted and loaded into a ground ambulance at 5:20 p.m. Engine 55 escorted
ALS to OC Global.
Incident Commander:

Chief Roberts, B3

Santa Ana
Traffic Collision – May 12– At 12:25 a.m. a Traffic Collision response was dispatched to E 1st St and S Orange St. First arriving
units determined that there were patients trapped in one of the vehicles and asked for the balance of the Traffic Collision Cut
and Rescue response. Further investigation revealed numerous patients and the Incident Commander requested additional
medic units, additional ambulances and declared the incident an MCI. A total of three patients were transported to local area
hospitals.
Incident Commander:

Chief Covey, B9

Lake Forest
Remote Rescue – May 16 - At 1:11 p.m., a remote rescue response was dispatched to a biker down in Whiting Ranch Park.
Squad 42 was able to make access to the patient who had a shoulder injury. It was determined Helicopter 1 would need to
hoist the patient out. The patient was flown directly to Mission via HC1.
Incident Commander:

Chief Hoey, B4

