











































































































Urban Forest
Protection Ordinance

Streetscape and Transportation Advisory

Commission Meeting
September 21, 2020



Background

April 2017: City Council took back responsibility of City
Trees and directed Staff to develop a Urban Forest
Management Program

January 2018: City Council Study Session on Urban
Forest Management Program

May 2019: Adoption of Urban Forest Management
Program

June 2020: Adoption of Urban Forest Protection
Ordinance

July 2020: Ordinance became effective July 2, 2020




Applicability of Ordinance

* Applies to only to City Trees
within in any public park, City
easement, or any, other City-
owned property

* Does not apply to trees on
private property including
those maintained by HOAs
(future policy discussion)

« Does not designate Heritage
Trees (future policy discussion)




Overview of Ordinance

« Parameters for Tree Protection & Preservation
= Criteria for removal of City Trees
= Prohibition of unauthorized removal and activities of City Trees
= Tree protection measures during development projects and construction
= Provisions for City trees when conducting sidewalk and street repairs
= Procedures for addressing sewer lateral root intrusion issues

* Procedures for Tree Removals
= Tree removal requests by property owners

= Appeal process to Streetscape and Transportation Advisory
Commission

= Mitigation measures for loss of City Trees as part of private
development projects

* Enforcement
= Penalties and fines to provide enforcement



Tree Removal Requests

Section 14.12.080 - Property Owner Request for Removals

Residents can submit a tree removal request to Public Works via phone, in-
person or by email.

Director of Public Works (Director) or his/her designee will review and
approve or deny requests

Residents can appeal decisions to the Streetscape and Transportation
Advisory Commission (Commission) within 5 days of a denial

If a removal request is approved by Director or on appeal to the
Commission, the property owner will be required to pay for the removal and
two (2), 24" box replacement City trees

City would determine a viable planting site for replacement trees
= May or may not be adjacent to the removed tree
= Within the same neighborhood



Appeal Process

A request to remove a City tree has been denied by the Director.

A property owner can submit a written appeal any time after their request
to have a City tree removed has been denied by the City. The City Tree
Removal Appeal Form is available online at www.placentia.org/urbanforest
or in-person at the Public Works Department inside City Hall.

A property owner must submit a written request for reconsideration within
five (5) business days of the denial.

After the appeal has been submitted in a timely manner, the appeal will be
heard at the next available Commission meeting.

The Commission may grant the Tree Removal Request, in whole or in
part; notwithstanding the conclusive facts, it finds that the burden to the
property owner if the Request is denied substantially outweighs (1) the
benefit that a denial provides to the public; and (2) the burden to the public
if it is granted. The decision of the Commission is final.

If the appeal is granted by the Commission, all removal and replacement
costs will be borne by the applicant.



Summary of Tree Removal Criteria

Trees will be removed
based on the following
conditions as described in
the Ordinance :

1.

ok~ WD

N

Hazardous Trees
Dead Trees
Emergency Removals
Public Safety

Diseases/Insect Infested
Trees

Building Damage
Surface Roots
Hardscape Damage

Trees will be not removed
due to the following:

= |Leaves getting into gutters
on to sidewalks or private
property or a nuisance to
remove

= Messy fruit

= Roots getting into the
sewer lines as a result of
deteriorating infrastructure

= Hardscape damage unless
a feasible, economic
solution exists to save the
tree




Unauthorized Tree Removal and
Deterrents

« Section 14.12.180 - Violations and Penalties.

= Subject to penalties and enforcement remedies set forth
in Chapter 1.08 titled “General Penalty” of this Code

= A fine equal to replacement value of the tree or $5,000,
whichever is greater

= Fines will be deposited into the Tree Replacement and Planting
Fund



Tree Replacement and Planting Fund

Section 12.12.190 - Establishment of a Tree Replacement and Planting Fund

e Source of Funds

= Payment of tree replacement

as part of approved tree
removal requests

= In-lieu payment of replanting

trees where site or street

characteristics or construction

requirements make it
infeasible

= Payment of fees and fines
resulting from enforcement

actions for City Trees

Use of Funds

Funds will be use to replace
illegally removed or damaged
City Trees; and to replace
trees as a result of approved
tree removal requests

Replacement trees will be
planted in a viable planting
site. It may or may not be
adjacent to the removed tree
or on the same property but
within the same neighborhood
to the maintain the overall
character of such
neighborhood



Implementation of Ordinance

Implementation of

Adoption of adopted

Urban Forest Ordinance into the

Management City’s routine
Plan business practices

Adoption of
Urban Forest
Protection
Ordinance

Application
for Tree City
USA
Designation

Annual
Planting
Program &
Grant Funding
Opportunities
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Expand the Forest Program

Opportunity for residents to
purchase a tree to dedicate in
honor of loved one or special event

Participation by application

Memorial Trees to be planted in
City Parks

Location and tree species are pre-
determined by City

Cost is current contract price paid
by the City for 24" box trees
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Location Examples
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Available Resources

www.placentia.org/urbanforest

urbanforest@placentia.org
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http://www.placentia.org/urbanforest
mailto:urbanforest@placentia.org

Questions & Comments
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